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Is any apology is neceſſary for the publication of the 
following obſervations, it is to thoſe diſtinguiſhed perſons 
whoſe names I have affixed to the dedication. | Not having 
the honour of being perſonally known to any one of them, 


they will perhaps think I have ated imprudently ; and 
when they are informed that I am not bred up to the 
Church, they may conclude that I ought to have left the 
diſcuſſion of this matter to more able hands, I wiſh ſome ' 
learned pen had undertaken it, and if I knew how Iwoulds 


atone for my preſumption. 


— 


It was not till a new edition was advertiſed in the Cam- 
bridge Chronicle, juſt before laſt Eaſter, that I ſaw The 
Hiſtory and Myſtery of Good- Friday. ; 


On enquiry I found the book had a rapid ſale, and I was 
aſtoniſhed to learn that no reply to it, in defence of Church 
Feſtivals, had yet been publiſhed, 15 


Having 
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Having been educated in the Chriſtian faith, according 


to the eſtabliſhed form, I muſt own, I felt myſelf much hurt 


at the rites and ceremonies thereof being treated in ſuch a 


. contemptuous manner; and more ſo when I was informed 


that the author was a miniſter of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whoſe general character was that of a learned, pious, mode- 


rate diſſenter. But I am ſorry to declare, that by the pub- 


hcation alluded to, he has, in my opinion, greatly injuredy 
F not entirely forfeited, his title to that character. | His 
reaſoning, in many parts, would ill become a ſchool-boy 3 
kis arguments are futile and abfurd 3 and the ludicrous 
manner in which he has treated a ſubject of ſo much im- 
portance is x diſgrace to the cauſe he attempts to defend. 


- 
” C! f 
- 


* * 


I canndt perceive any pros or GooD intention the au- 
thor could have in ſending his production to the world. 
The obly apparent motive ſeems to be that of creatin g more 
diſſentions in the church than there are already —a matter: 
totally unneceſſay. Under a pretence of enquiring into the 
origin of church holidays, he attempts to turn them into 
ndicule a very landable employment, and truly evorthy a 


Chriſtian miniſter ! * | | 4 


Indeed he takes upon himſelf to chaſliſe, in a manner, and 
give directions to, the miniſters in the eſtabliſned church; 
but lis eyes do not appear to be open to the failings, or er- 
rors, of che diſſenting teachers. 


He 


r A & „ 2 „ (. * 

He thinks it exceedingly wrong in a clergyman of che 

Church of England troubling himſelf about elections awd 

turnpike roads ; but he ſees no impropriety in the paſtor f 
a Difſenting congregation acting as a kind of ſtew ard oves | 


worldly eſtates, &c, 


S& i = + MAS 
| 


He thinks it by no means right for a Church miniſter to 
have a commiſſion granted him, whereby he may be enabled 
to preſerve peace in his neighbourhood, litigate the diſputes 
of his pariſhioners, and puniſh offences againſt the laws; 
but he conceives it to be perfectly reconcileable with the 
character of a Diſſenting teacher to carry on the mercantile 
buſineſs, and be enabled to ſupply his flock with coals, deals, 
oats, &c,—Strange, that we mortals ſhould be ſo amazingly 
ſhort-ſighted ! 


F 


On reflecting that his book might probably be an injury 
to many good - meaning people, by raifing doubts in their 
minds concerning our eſtabliſhed forms, I have examined 
his objections very freely; and hope I have proved, that in 
the obſervation of the feſtivals I have treated on, there is 
nothing but what a ſincere Chriſtian may and ought te 
comply with, 


To the Univerſity, as a body, I bear the moſt profound 
reſpeR, and thought, from the nature of the ſubjeR, it was 
rather a duty to ſubmit the produce of my enquiry to their 


patronage. 
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patronage. However deficient this may be in point of me- 
rit, they cannot but approve of every attempt to ſupport 


that religion, of which they are the avowed patrons and 
defenders, 


CaMmBrIDGE. 
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* * _ SS 
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| AUTHOR OF THE HISTORY, &C, or G00D-FRIDAY«' 


| 


1 KEV. 8IR, 


e ee 

Praaaes 1 you knew the author of the following 
pages, you would treat them with the utmoſt contempt. 

I ſhall therefore follow your example in concealing that par- 
ticular, - 6 2 & WG SOANE > REY 


ih 4 4+ 12 
I have read your Uiftory and Myftery Oh 
a great deal of attention, and muſt beg your patience to a few 
remarks I ſhall make thereon.—I have peruſed no acts of par- 
liament—I have ſtadied no homilies—I have read no decrees - 
of convoeations or aſſemblies. The ſcriptures contain all 
things neceſſary to ſalvation : I have made them my chief guide 
in this production. If I am wrong in my concluſions, you, 
Sir, will pardon and pity me; and if I ſhould be thought pre- 
ſumptuous in attacking a man Killed in all the <vi/dom of the. 
antients, I have nothing to urge in excuſe but my mme 
religion, which "yu alas! have laboured to deſtroy.“ 


The chief fafts or feſtivals now obſerved in the Church of 
England, I take to be only HRE, viz. the birth, crucifixion, 
and reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt ; tho? the latter ought ſcarcely 
to be reckoned among them, as it always happens on the ſab» 
| 2 


| ( 4 3 
bath. day, and does not interfere with our worldly rade 
which is one part of your objections. 


All your reaſons for diſſenting from theſe days may, I think, 
be comprized under the following heads : 


I. That the Almighty has appointed one /ewenth part of time 
only to his ſervice, and therefore it is an unpardonable pre- 
ſumption in man to dedicate a — portion than his Maker 
requires. 5 —— 


II. That they are appointed by human authority alone; 
and that no worldly powers have a right to order feaſts or faſts 
to be obſerved in honour of our Saviour, in commemoration 
of his ' ſufferings or vidories; or, in dere on may occaſion 
Whatever. . 


* 
T 
* 


III. That as the exact day, month or year of Chriſt's birth, 
crucifixion, and reſurrection cannot be aſcertained, it is 
therefore ridiculous to dedicate any. IE om to. thoſe 
occaſions. | | 


| | Theſe 8 I preſume, contain the ſubſtance of all 
your objections to the faſts and feſtivals of the Church of Eng- 
land, I ſhall therefore conſider them . And 


9 That the Wi has . one Au! oor of 
time only to his ſervice, and therefore it' is an unpardonable 


preſumption i in man to ae, a greater rows on his 
Maker requires. | 


When the maker of heaven and earth had ended the work of 
the creation, ** he bleſſed the ſeventh day, and ſanctiſied it, 
© becauſe that in it he had reſted from all his work, which 
« God created and made.” — Gen, ii. 3. We are not told by 

4. Moſes 


Wo, 


650 
Moſes that God commanded Adam, or the children of Irael, 
that they ſhould noT keep any other holiday beſides the ſab- 
bath. The command to the Iſraelites runs thus: Remem» 
Ler the ſabbath · day, to keep it holy: Six days ſhalt thou 
« labour, and do all thy work; but the ſeventh day is the 
«« ſabbath of the Lord thy God ; in it thou ſhalt not do any 
«« work, thou, nor thy ſon, nor thy daughter, thy man-ſervant, 
*« nor thy maid-ſervant, nor thy cattle, nor the ſtranger that 1 is 
« within thy gates; vox in fix days the Lord made heaven 
« and earth, the ſea, and all that in them is, and reſted the 
« ſeventh day: wHEREFORR the Lord bleſſed the ſeventh day, 
« and hallowed it.” —£xod. xx. 8—11. As if it had been 
ſaid, © The ſeventh day is appointed by the Lord thy God as 
te a ſabbath, or day of reſt; in it thou ſhalt do no manner of 
56 work!; but ſhalt reſt from thy labour, in commemoration 
e that on the ſeventh day the en reſted from the great 


oc work of the creation. 2 


The ſabbath, then, was appointed as a day of ref from labour, - 
and not as the onLy day that ſhould be dedicated to the ſer- 
vice of God. Six days ſhalt thou labeur,” daes not, Icon 
ceive, imply, that none of thoſe ſix days ſhall, on particular 
occaſions, be kept holy ; but that there are days ſufficient for 
our ordinary occupations, without breaking in upon thoſe de- | 
dicated to the ſervice of our maker, | 


God is not a man, that he foals le ; and the ſame God who 
ſaid “ Remember the ſabbath-day, to keep it holy,“ alſe faid 
unto Pharaoh, by the mouths of Moſes and Aaron, ** Let my, 
«© people go that they may ſerve me; . We will go three 
« days journey into the wilderneſs, and ſacrifice to the Lord 
«© our God, as he ſhall command us.”—Zxed, viii. 20. 27. 


And again, We will go with our young and with our old, 


« with our ſons and with our daughters, with our flocks and 


7 -with our herda will we go: for we muſt hold a rz8azT. unto 


7 


d B 2 * 


e the Lord.“ —F x0. x. 9g. We find the Iſraelites were not 

commanded here to keep the ſabbath only, they did not afk 
Pharaoh to let them reſt on the ſeventh day from their labour; 
but they were to go three days journey, to hold a A8 r unto 
% the Lord, as he ſbould command them.” 


That ſame omnipotent being who appointed the ſabbath, 
decreed alſo the Jewiſh Paſſover, and the Feaſt of Unleavened 
Bread. Speak ye unto all the congregation of Iſrael, ſaying, 
«« I will paſs through the land of Egypt this night, and will 
« ſmite all the firſt-born in the land of Egypt, both man and 

© beaſt: and againſt all the gods of Egypt I will execute 

te judgment: I am the Lord, And the blood ſhall be to you 
* for a token upon the houſes where ye are: and when I ſee 

re the blood, I will paſs over you, and the plague ſhall not be 

«© upon you to deſtroy you, when I ſmite the land of Egypt. 
« And this day ſhall be unto you for a memorial; and ye ſhall 
ce keep ita FEAST to the Lord throughout your generations: 
e ye ſhall keep it a TRASH by an ordinance for ever. Seven 
« days ſhall ye eat unleavened bread-: even the firſt day ye 
c& ſhall put away leaven out of your houſes: for whoſoever 
ce eateth leavened- bread from the firſt day until the ſeventh 
7 day, that ſoul ſhall be cut off from Iſrael, And in the firſt. 
« day there ſhall be an holy convocation, and in the ſeventh 
t day there ſhall be an holy convocation to you: no manner 
« of work ſhall be done in them, ſave that which every man 
« muſt eat, that only may be done of you. And ye ſhall ob- 
« ſerve the feaſt of unleavened bread ; for in this ſelf-ſame day 
« have I brought your armies out of the land of Egypt: 
« therefore ſhall ye obſerve this day in your generations for - 
« ever. In the firſt month, on the fourteenth day of the 
« month at even, ye ſhall eat unleavened bread, until the one 
« and twentieth day of the month at even. Seven days ſhalt 
4% there be no leaven found in your houſes : for whoſoever” 

60 * that which is leavened, even that ſoul ſhall be cut off 


«& from 


er) 
« from the congregation of Iſrael, whether he be a ſtranger, © al 
er _—— the . Rad. xi. 3: TIE 9 * | 


The BF ee Thow 
4 {halt obſerve the feaſt of weeks, of the firſt- fruits of wheat- 
« harveſt, and the W apes, amn 
t xxxiv. 22. | 


The Feaſt of 1 sen had the fide Alen 8 founder: 
«« And this ſhall be a ſtatute for ever unto you: that in ths 
« ſeventh month on the tenth day of the month, ye ſhall af- 
c« fli your ſouls, and do no work at all, whether it be one 
«« of your own country, or a ſtranger that ſojourneth among 
% you. For in that day ſhall the prieſt make an atonement 
«« for you, to cleanſe you, that ye may be clean from all your 
«« fins before the Lord, It ſhall be a fabbath of reſt unto you, 
« and ye ſhall afli& your ſouls by a ſtatute for ever, . to 
«« make an atonement for the children of Iſrael for all their 
« fins once a year,” — Lev. xvi. 29, 30, JI. 34. | 


bz 


The ſame hiſtorian mentions a Feaſt of Trumpets, a Feaſt | 


of Tabernacles, a Day of Atonement, &c. &c.—See Leve 
xxiii. Numb. xxix. 


From all theſe ſcripture quotations it appears, that God re- 
quired more than a ſeventh part of time to be dedicated to his 
ſervice ;/ for at the appointment of theſe feſtivals it is expteſsly 
ſaid, © It ſhall be an holy convocation to you, ye ſhall obſerve 
<< it by an ordinance for ever.” And again, © Theſe are 
„ the As of the Lord, which ye ſhall proclaim to be holy 
© convocations, . . . beſide the ſabbaths of the Lord, and 
«« beſide your gifts, tht beſide all your vows, and beſide all 


your free-will offerings which ye give unto the Lord." 
Lev, m. 37, 3. 1. 19 


6 BRA 
* 


Is 


(0% Nh 
s leſs ſervice required from a Chriſtian to his God than from 
the Jews, who were the peculiar favourites of the Almighty ® 
Jeſus Chriſt came not to rey the law, but to fulfil it. His 
fulfilling the law rendered the ceremoniat part thereof thenee - 
forward uſeleſs ; it aboliſhed offering the blood of bullocks and 
of rams; butit by no means diminithed the, duty required of 
man to his creator. Jeſus Chriſt did not 'aboliſh the *“ firſt 
* and great commandment, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
« God with all thy heart, and with all thy mind.” — Mart. 
xxii. 38. 37.- I do not mean to infer that becauſe the Jewiſh 
feſtivals were of divine appointment, Chriſtians ought to 
obſerve them; bat that God required the Iſraelites to dedi« 
cate mere than a ſeventh part of time to his ſervice, and that as 
Chriſtians have far greater reaſon than the Jews had to be 
_ thankful unto God, it is not an offence to dedicate other days 
beſides the ſabbath to the ſervice of the Almighty, 


The feſtivals of the Jews, inſtituted by the author of their 
religion, I think, will be found to contain conſiderably more 
days than thoſe of the Church of England, taking in all thoſe 
days which were never intended to be ſo FER obſerved as to 


do no ſervile work therein. 


But ſuppoſe, for a moment, that God required only a ſeventh 
part of time, and we will allow the number of extra days ap- 
pointed by the Church of England to be Tz x, according to your 
own calculation, and alſo that a poor family loſes by theſe ten 


days fifty ſhillings, 


You are a diflenter, the paſtor of a congregation, we will 
ſuppoſe, and you think it wrong to dedicate that time to the 
ſervice of God, which ought to be employed in ſecular affairs, 
Suffer me to aſk, Do you enforce, by your practice, the doctrine 
which you deliver from your pulpit, or ſend forth to the world 
in your publications? Permit me to give a recent inſtance of 

the 


« 9 "8 
the propriety of this objection. Has not the Rev, Mr. R. 2 
tneeting-houſe in Cambridge been opered for divine worſhip * 
till within theſe few years, every Thur/day, as well 'as Sunday il — 
Has not notice been given from that gentleman's pulpit, chat 
% On ſuch a day Mr. ſo-and - ſo will deliver à lecture at this 
meeting ?” and have not printed hand bills been delivered 
through the town of Cambridge to the ſame effect? Why is 
this notice given, and why are theſe handbills. diſtributed? 
Not to inſpire Chriſtians with a fervent zeal for the glory of 
God; not to rouze them from a ſinful lethargy, that they may 
awake to righteouſneſs: but to allure the people; to awaken 
their curioſity ; to entice them to leave their worldly employ- 
ments, and liſten: to a reed ſhaken withithe wind, It is all a farce 
to pretend that religion draws them thither! It is no ſuck. 
thing! The congregation would profit as much by hearing 
their old miniſter as by a: hundred ſreſh ones. Wonen it ii 
nm ß = 


Now, if it h wrong for l convocations Ag 
ſemblies, to appoint, by edit, TEx days extraordinary ia 4 
year to the ſervice of God, is ĩt not equally ſinful for diſſenting 
miniſters, by cufom, to W FLIFTX=TWO 4 to rue 
„ 0 e 


Perhaps you object, chat this ſervice THEY in the evenings 
when the labour of the day was over. I do not grant it. The 
ſervice began, I think, at half paſt fix o'clock, and many of 
Mr. R.'s hearers live four, five or fix miles from Cambridge. 
A poor family to come ſo great a diſtance cannot have their 
time reckoned at leſs than a quarter of a day. As you ob- 
ſerve, Sir, not to earn is to pay; and I have the ſame claim to 
| calculation as you- have, and an equal right to ſuppoſe that he 
| brings all his children to Mr. R.'s Thurſday's lecture, as you 
have to imagine they earn 4d. a day; then his account properly 

ſtated will ſtand as follows: 


s 4 
To, 

4 * 

v4. 


Gro) 


To 52 quarter days, at 3d. halfpenny each, o 15 2 
To 52 quarter days his wife, at 1d. halfpenny each, o 6 6 
To 32 quarter days his children, at 4d. each, O17 4 


Now it cannot poſſibly be imagined that theſe 
people can come this journey without ſome re- 
freſhment, we will ſuppoſe only Ad. each day 
for the whole fix, = - ©» - = = = » © 17 4 


Is not THS an enormous ſum? If a member of the Church 
of England, by ſaving y fillings a year in not obſerving faſts 
and feaſts, can pay thirty ſhillings for rent, rates to che pariſh; 
taxes to government, a dofor's bill for phyſic, a ſhopkeeper's 
dill for food, debts contracted in illneſs or lying-in, and can 
beſides ſave money to buy a pig, à bullock, or firing, ſurely a 
diſſenter, by laying out 21. 16s. 4d. in the ſame proportion, 
would be enabled to add-either a cow, or 2 or at * 
few breeding fowls to his ſtock. 


/ 


You will ſay, perhape, that Mr, R. has difcontioned this 
w/eleſs lecture. True! but it does not appear that this was his 
motive, nor does it follow that other diſſenting 2 
. not a week · day ſervice. 


You 0 have the * 1 fix I then * do 


you, by cuſtom, do any thing to engage their attention to a 
fervice which is not required of them? Why beholdeR 
4% thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but perceiveſt 
«© not the beam that is in thine own eye? Caſt out firſt the 
% beam out of thine own eye, and then ſhalt thou ſee clearly 
« to pull out the mote . is in N brother's eye. — 


vi. 41, 42% 


6 * 1 2 Your 


ia a „ - as a. 
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(un) 

11. Your: next objeckion is, That they- ate 3 

daman authority alone; and that no worldly. powers have a 

right to order feaſts or faſts to be obſerved in honour of our 

Saviour, in commemoration of W man on 
in ſhort, on any. occaſion whatever. 


Joſhua, auen David, 8 Henekiahy 
Jotiah, Ezra, and others; were mer, ſulject to like paſſions. as we 
are. They were kings; judges; rulers or leaders of the people, 
They proclaimed prasTs, F45Ts, feſtivals and ſacrifices _— 
Lord their God, and he-hcare them, 


When the 3 Lied waskindled * me childron 
of Iſrael, becauſe Achan the ſon of Carmi; of the tribe of 
Judah, * had committed a treſpaſs in the accurſed thing, 
Joſhua and the elders of Iſrael kept a 4s . And Joſhua 
„ rent his clothes; and fell to the earth upon his face before 
4e the ark of the Lord until the even- tide, he and the e 
* Iſrael, 2 . vii. 6. 


When the Iſraelites lamented after the Lord, „ * 
ark of God had abode twenty years in Kearjath-jearim, Sa- 
muel proclaimed a As r. And Samuel ſpake unto all tha 
«* houſe of Iſrael, ſaying, If ye do return unto the Lord with 
all your hearts, then put away the ſtrange Gods and Aſhta» 
<« roth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto-the 

Lord, and ſerve him only: and he will deliver you qut of 
re the hands of the Philiſtines. Then the children of Iſrael. 
did put away Baalim and Aſhtaroth, and ſerved the Lord 
% only. And Samuel ſaid, Gather all Iſrael to Mizpeh, and 
«« will pray for you unto the Lord. And they gathered tos 
« gether to Mizpeh, and drew water, and poured it out before. 
« the Lord, and FasT BD on that day, and ſaid there, We wp 
* fnned agaiok the Lord.“ —1 * vii. — er 


574 P 


Dag 


G 
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David held a EST IVvAL, and offered ſacrifices, when the ark 
of God was brought up out of the houſe of Obed-edom. 80 
© David and the elders of Iſrael, and the captains over thou- 
cc ſands, went to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
te out of the houſe of Obed-edom with joy. And it came to 
« paſs when God helped the Levites that bare the ark of the 
ce covenant of the Lord, that they offered ſeven bullocks and 
« ſeven rams, And David was clothed with a robe of fine 
© linen, and all the Levites that bare the ark, and the ſingers, 
& and Chenaniah, the maſter of the ſong, with the fingers': 
4e David alſo had upon him an ephod of linen. Thus all 
«© Iſrael brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord with 
*« ſhouting, and with the ſound of the cornet, and with trum- 
c pets, and with cymbals, making a noiſe with plalteries 
ce and harps.“ 1 Chron, xv, 25—28. 

When . dedicated the 1 to the Lord, he held a 
ſolemn EAST, and all the men of Iſrael aſſembled them - 
< ſelves unto the king in the RAS, which was in the ſeventh 
4 month.” —2 Chren. v. 3. Then the king and all the 
© people offered ſacrifices before the Lord. . . . Alſo at the 
<« ſame time Solomon kept the pzasT ſeven days, and alt 
ce Iſrael with him, a very great congregation, from the enter- 
cc ing-in of Hamath into the river of Egypt. And in the 
te eighth day they made a ſolemn aſſembly : for they kept the 
& dedication of the altar ſeven days, and the yz as ſeven days. 
« And on the three and twentieth day of the ſeventh month 
ce he ſent the people away into their tents, glad and merry in 
ec heart ſor the goodneſs that the Lord had ſhewed unto Da- 
cc vid, and to Solomon, * to — —2 Chron. vii. * 


* 9, 10. 


When 0 Moabites and e came againſt Jehotha: 

phat, he proclaimed a ras r. And Jehoſhaphat ſet himſelf 
ce to ſeek the Lord, and A a FAST throughout all 
1 % Judah, 


(13) 

ce Judah. And Judah gathered themſelves together to al 
«« help of the Lord; even out of all the cities of Judah they” 
« came to ſeek the Lord. And all Judah flood before the 
© Lord, with their little ones, their wives, and their . 
66 dren. . 2 Chron. xx. 3, 4. 13. 


de commanded the people to keep the paſfve i inthe 
focomd month,-2 Chron, xxx. 


Joſiah ordered the paſſover to be obſerved: *©* And the 
c children of Iſrael that were preſent kept the paſſover at that 
« time, and the feaſt of unleavened bread ſeven days. And 
c there was no paſſover like that kept in Iſrael from the days 
© of Samuel the prophet ; neither did all the kings of Iſrael 
« keep ſuch a paſſover as Joſiah kept, and the prieſts, and the 
„ Levites, and all Judah and Iſrael that were preſent, and the 
te inhabitants of Jeruſalem.”**—2 Chron. xxxv. 17, 18. | 


Ezra alſo proclaimed a FAST, and atv the Lord for the 
people.— Exra viii. 21. 


S 


A rasr of the Jus was alſo appointed by Queen Eſther; 
« Go, gather together all the Jews that are preſent in Shuſhan, 
« and yasT ye for me, and neither eat nor drink nn 
„ * or W iv. 16. 


A xrasx appointed by human authority, with the very great 
8 efficacy of ſuch faſts, is likewiſe recorded in the 
book of Jonah. And Jonah began to enter into the city a 
% day's journey, and he cried and ſaid, Yet forty days and 
« Nineveh ſhall be overthrown. So the people of Nineveh 
6“ believed God, and proclaimed a FAST, and put on ſack- 
4 cloth, from the greateſt of them even to the leaſt of them. 
For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he aroſe. from 
his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him 

C32 „ with 


(14) 
er with ſackcloth, and fat in aſhes. And.he'cadſed. it tobe 
«« proclaimed, and publiſhed through Nineveh, by the dectee> 
c of the king and his nobles, ſaying, Let neither man nor 
« beaſt, herd nor flock, taſte any thing; let them not feed 
c nor drink water. But let man and beaſt be covered with» 


e ſackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn 


« every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is 

ve in their hands, Who can tell. if God will turn and repenty 
© and turn away from his fierce anger, that we periſh not? 
c And God ſaw their works, that they turned from their 
tc evil way; and God repented of the evil that he had ſaid 
« that he would do unto them, and he did it not.” Nang 


It e then, that the kings, RW or leaders of 15 
people, have, in the earlieſt ages, appointed yasTs and re s- 
TIVALS ; that the feaſts and faſts ſo appointed were obſerved: 
by the people, and accepted by the Almighty, who made 
known his approbation of them by extraordinary ſigns ; for 
at Solomon's dedication, ©* the-priefts could not enter into 
e the houſe of the Lord, becauſe the glery of the Lord filled 
e the Lord's houſe.” —1 Cyron. vii. 2. At Samuel's prayer, 


«© the Lord thundered with a great thunder upon che Philiſ- 


ce tines, and diſcomfited them, and they were ſmitten before 
be Iſrael.” —1 Sam. vii. 10. And the Lord ſaid unto Jonah, 
«© Should not I ſpare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are 
% more than ſixſcore thouſand perſons that cannot diſcern 


98 benen their right hand and their e. md een 


C cattle? D iv. 11s 


Worldly powers, then, . HAVE a right to Point on and 
feſtivals, 


But you ſay, perhaps, Aye! but theſe are ned tis 
and the rites and ceremonies of the Jews were a deadly yoke 
heavy 


( is » 
ear brew roo ns, ad Sor tid * 
them all. | £ 


emacs Jewiſh rites were — of things to | 
come, and when Jeſus Chriſt, of whom their ceremonies were 


only types, appeared in perſon, the ſhadows were no longer 
neceſſary : but granting this does not in the leaſt diminiſh the 


right which the leaders of Iſrael claimed as men, as kings, 
princes, rulers of the people, in appointing feſtivals. Jeſus 
Chriſt aboliſhed uſeleſs. ceremonies z but he commanded to 
« render unto Ceſar the things that are Ceſar's.“ — Maze, 
xxii. 21. And St. Paul again ſays, <* Let every ſoul be ſub· 


<< je@ to the higher powers. For rulers are not a terror to 


« good works but. 20 aha evil. Rows. W I would not 
have it thought I am attempting to ſupport. the doctrine of 
paſſive obedience and. non- reſiſtance. I have no ſuch inten- 
tion. Try the peers, whether they be of God. There is not 
any thing in the appointment of a Good-Friday ceremonial 
repugnant to the law of Chriſt, On the contrary, it is a pious 
act of gratitude, an acknowledgment of the great debt we owe. 
to the Son of God, for. the benefits we receive through his 
ann 


we bod that the. es attended raarrs after. our ; 
vioar's aſcenſion ; for when the Corinthians deſired Pau to 
* tarry longer time with them, he conſented. not: but bade 
them farewel, ſaying, I muft by all means keep this yBasT 
te that cometh in Jeruſalem.” Acts xviu. 20, 21. And when 
he was at Jeruſalem, and complaint was made to him, Thon 
„ teacheſt all the Jews that are among the Gentiles to forſake 
«© Moſes, the next day he entered into the temple to fignify 
ei the days of purification were accompliſhed ;*” and this was 
done to prove that he deer reer the Wan | 
. 1.5 5 


But 


616) 
But the apoſtles 1487 ED alſo. **-As they miniſtered unte 
er the Lord, and yasTED, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate 
c me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have 
& called them. And when they had rAsTED and prayed, . 
* and laid their hands on them, they ſent them away.“ =» 
Ads xiii. 2, 3. ‚ 


The primitive chriſtians yA sb, for we read that about the 
year 177, during the perſecution at Lyons in France, the 
governor of that city upbraided Epipodus with it, and made 
the following extraordinary ſpeech, in order to perſuade him 
to renounce chriſtianity : Our deities are worſhipped by the 
4 greater part of the people in the univerſe, and their rulers; 
« we adore them with feaſting and mirth, while you adore a 
* crucified man; we, to honour them, launch into pleaſures, 

„you by your faith are debarred from all that indulge the 
* ſenſes. Our religion enjoins FEASTING, your's FASTING'3 
© our's the joys of licentious blandiſhments, your's the barren 
& virtue of chaſtity ; then quit a profeſſion of ſuch auſterity, 
« and enjoy thoſe gratifications which the world affords, and 
t which your youthful years demand.“ 


Indeed our Saviour himſelf gives us directions concerning 
our behaviour when we yasT. *©* Moreover, when ye vas r, 
r be not as the hypocrites, of a ſad countenance: for they 
*« disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to faſt, 
% Verily I ſay unto you, They have their reward. But thou, 
« when thou faſteſt, anoint thine head, and waſh thy face; 
«© that thou appear not unto men to faſt, but unto thy father 
* which is in ſecret; and thy father which ſeeth in ſecret 
* ſhall reward thee openly,” — Matt. vi. 1618. 


Nom if it was not intended by the author of our faith that 
we ſhould rasT, we certainly ſhould not ſtand in need of ny 
inſtructions on that head. 


Days 


(n) 


Days of faling and prayer, you allow, I think; ae 
times neceſſary, If an individual is to faſt for his own ſins, he, 


no doubt, is the propereſt perſon to fix the day of his faſting; 
if a fingle family, or a ſeparate congregation are to faſt, you 
will allow, I ſuppoſe, that the heads of that family or congre- 
gation are the beſt judges of the time the faſt ſhould be held 
if then a whole nation is. to faſt for a national "7 who is ng 
appoint the day but the head of that nation's: 


The people mb ae to tink the parliaments 
enact laws, levy taxes, and ſo on. Notwithſtanding the peo» 
ple murmur at the conduct of their delegates, yet the/taws 
which they enact the people are obliged to ſubmit to, and the 
taxes which they levy their conſtituents are under the neteſſity 
of paying, even though they are carried by a majority of out 
voice only. 80 likewiſe the right of appointing 146 and 
FEAST days being delegated in the 0 l — the N 
mn t 1 


When the apoſttes «. ſaid unto Jeſus, Maſter, we Fama any 
« caſting out devils in thy name, and he. followeth not us: 
«© and we forbad him, becauſe he followeth not us; Jeſus ſaid, 
«« Forbid him not: for there is no man which ſhall do a mi» 
ec racle in my name that can lightly ſpeak evil of me. For 
© he that is not againſt us is on our part,” Mart ix. 38-40. 
What think you, then; Is ths obſervance of n 12 
the Lord, or againſt him? 


What! has a diſſenting miniſter more power over his © con- 
gregation than the head of national church over that? 


The church hath not power to decree rites and ceremonies / but 
a diſſenting miniſter may give lectures on Thurſday as well as 
Sunday evenings, till, from cuſtom, his congregation think 
they have a right to expect them; and if they complain at either 
64. | of 


a8 | 

of them being diſcontinued, he may ſay with Shylock, It if nö 
in my bond: I will haue my bond / ——Difintereſted miniſters} 
—Diligent paſtors !—Secand Daniels come to judgment 2 
\ . ; ES ; aer 5 4 $ N 

The church hath not pocuer to decree rites and ceremonies I hut 
a diſſenting miniſter hath power to make a s xs w-ro0M of his 
meeting-houſe, if he pleaſes; and ſuffer hand - bills to be diſtri» 
buted, like the people who have wil EAS s to be ſeen ; as, 
for inſtance, ** This evening, October 24, at half paſt fix 
« ofclock, Mr. Murray, of Newcaſtle, author of Sermons to 
4 Aﬀes, and the Hiſtory of the American War, will deliver 
. in Mr. Rohinſon's meeting, a lecture upon Daniel xii. 6. 
4 How long: hall it be to the end of theſe wonders ? In this 
4 lecture there will be given ſome curious demonſtrations 
% upon chronology, worthy. of the attention of every one. 
* Things fraage and nw, and unexplor'd before, will meet 
t the car,” And it maybe binted, at the concluſion: of the 
diſcourſe, that it will be neceſfaty for the congregation to pt 
fome money in the plate, to defray the expence of the preacher's 
Pious preachers !—F* It is written, My houſe is the'houſe of 
oa — * but ye have made it a _ of thieves,” Lale 


III. You object laſtly, That as the exact day, month or yen 
of Chriſt's birth, crucifixion, and reſurrection cannot be 
aſcertained, it is therefore ridiculous to dedicate: any Parti- 
ne days to thoſe occaſions. - 


I ſhall be- . entree eddibubjetioepbegcy 
I think it a truly ridiculous one; for if we are not particularly 
to commemorate ſo great an event as the:redemption-of man- 
kind, becauſe we do not celebrate the exact day, we ſhould; far 
the ſame reaſon, deſiſt from obſerving: the ſabbath. The law 


JOE % The /eventh day is the ſabbath- of the. Lord thy 


« God:“ \ 


1 Jr. C7. ts. au... oat 


0 of the ee Aa. xvii. 2. 


2 ww —_ - — —_ a _ - 
* . 


| 4 * 
« God 7 wo edlebrars-the fait. Was dig dane by Jiyjne 
command? No. Why then may we not err. with reſpeR 
the day of our redemption from fin, as well as the day of 10 
from labour? They are both commemoration days, Perry 


remembrance of very rn events, 14 24 


146 pot recolle@t that our Saxiour ys we! 61 ref fror 
labour on the fr day inſtead of the /evegrb, He lays, = The 
«« Son of Man is Lord alſo of the ſabbath, - — Mart; il, 28. but 
his cuſtom was to go into the ſynagogue 4 and teach on the ſab- 
bath-day ; 1 3 that ſabbath we know was on the ſeventh day} 
and if it is our duty implicitly to follow ſo great and jllaſt 
zu example, we ſhould celebrate * ne. bn reren 
infead of SUNDAY» 3 


1 do not remember tha the apottley comgjanded the whe übel 
fo be obſerved on the Anf day of the week ap ng 
vertb. We read, indeed, in the Acts of the A 
they aſſembled on the firſt day in the week to break breed; ; 
we alſo find that when Paul was at © Theſſalonica, where was 
8 a ſynagogue of the Jews, he; as his manner was, went ip 
«« unto them, and three ſabbath-days reaſoned with om 99 


* 5 » 2 


We Gd hem that the apoſtles ſubmitted th rites apd ceres 
monies, and thought that the religion of Chriſt did not . | 
. for to the pry: all things are gare. | 


At the firſt indication & the ſabbath it was aridtly com⸗ 
manded to be obſerved on the ſeventh > Chriſtians of every 
denomination obſerve the rf day of the week, It may not be 
r ihe profent öde therefore, r, 5 1 


Why o. Gies e ee ee, 
eee 
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friends; for we read, in the evangeliſts' account of that tranſ- 


aſſembled together on the firſt day of the week to comme» 
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| ( 20 ) 
It was the cuſtom of the Jews, I preſume, at the time of c our 
Saviour's crucifixion, to embalm the bodies of their deceaſed 


action, that certain women, followers of Jeſus Chriſt, had 
prepared ſpices, and went to the ſepulchre where our Saviour 
was laid, early in the morning of the firſt day in the week, when 
they were told by an angel, uE 1s AIS EN. Though our 
Saviour had foretold his own reſurrection, yet his followers 
were ſo amazed at the circumſtance that for ſome time they 


morate ſo extraordinary an event, The firſt tranſports of 
wonder at length abated ; but they continued their weekly 
meetings, and to perpetuate the remembrance of their divine 
maſter, they iaſtituted the breeting of bread, or adminiſtration 
of the ſacrament. Theſe meetings were held in the houſes 
belonging to che brethren, as were tlie firſt chriſtian churches z 
but when chriſtianity began to ſpread abroad, and became, as 
it were, a national religion, the promoters of the goſpel abo- 
liſhed the rites and ceremonies of the Jews entirely ; and hay- 
ing been accuſtomed to theſe meetings, they introduced them 
into their eſtabliſhed churches, and, as the Jews reſorted to 
the ſynagogue on the /eventh, or saBBATH-DAY, ſo Chriſtians 
aſſembled in their churches on the fr or Lox »'s-par ; till at 
length the primary inſtitution was in a manner forgot, and in- 
Read of being a ſabbath in commemoration of the Almighty 
reſting from the creation, it became a ſabbath in commemora- 
tion of our Saviour's reſurrection. Thus St. John, in his 
letter to the Aſiatic churches, ſays, I was in the ſpirit on 
* the LoxD 's- DAT.“ Rev. i. io. 
This J look upon to be the matter of fact, as far as f can 
judge from ſcripture. Thoſe ſacred records are filent as to 
any divine command for the alteration, yet all Chriſtians ſeem 
to agree in the obſervation of the firſt day; and if it had been 
introduced by order of any convocations or aſſemblies held ſor 
that 


(21) 
that purpoſe, there is nodoubt but even till this time we ſhould 
have had diſſenters upon that point. | 


| To 5 this to the W objeflion, viz. That it is wrong 
to dedicate particular days to the birth, &c. of Jeſus Chriſt, 
becauſe we do not know the exact time. Is the Chriſtian fab» 
bath obſerved in conformity to the command given to Adam? 
or, Is it kept in remembrance of our Saviour's refurreQtian? 
If the former, is it not more criminal to keep that on a day 
different from its firſt inſtitution, when that day 28 publicly 
known, than it is in the other cafe when the exact day cannor 
be aſcertained ?—If the latter, your ohjection to Eafter-day 
muſt vaniſh ; for if you agree to dedicate one day out of ſeven 
to commemorate the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, you can have 
no ſubſtantial reaſon why one out of fifty-two of thoſe days may 
not be celebrated as a kind of Jubilee more than the reft. 
But if you reply, the Chriſtian ſabbath is obſerved for both the 
above reaſons in conjunction; are not chriſtians of every deno- 
mination, nonformiſts as well as conformiſts, equally culpable 
for having thus mixed the commands of God with the — 


tions of men? 


If then you are, as you pretend to be, Diſſenters from Prin- 
ciple, the ſame reaſons which urge you to diſſent from the 
obſervance of the three gran. feſtivals of the Church of Eng. 
land, ought to operate in the ſame manner with you relperhs 


ing the ſabbath. 


1 n me, * that your jolt Ah tie 


nothing on an impartial examination: It zs proper to dedicate 
other days beſides the ſabbath to the ſervice of God—The 
rulers of the people uavs a right to appoint ſeafts and falle 
And the intention of celebrating feſtivals is equally proper 
though not held on the exact day, provided that day cannot be 


ls aſcertained, 
D 2 Bot 


— 


+l 5 
But further. . 320: 29:4 
To your account. of the Anery, the * and ſo forth of 
Good-Friday, you ſhould have added another principal head, 


which you ſeem to have totally forgotten a viz, The n | 
neſs of Good-Friday. 


The year of our Saviour's birth is unknown. You will 
allow he was a Jew, born at Bethlehem, and cracified at 

rulalem. The evangeliſts ſpecify nothing more cbncerning 

e time of his crucifixion, than that it was on the fixth day © 
the week, and at the time of the Jews celebrating the paſlovee. 
The evangeliſts are yery brief in their hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt 
becauſe «« there are alſo many other things which Jeſus did, 
« the which if they ſhould be written, 1 ſuppuſe that even 
« the world itſelf could not contaln the books that ſhould be 
4 written. — Joby xx. ; 2 i | W 


In the ſecond century, the heads of the chriſtian church 
held a conſultation concerning the time of celebrating dur 
Saviour's reſurrection. It was clear, from ſcripture authority, 
that Jeſus.Chriſt ſuffered, at the time of the Jewiſh paſſover ; 
but it was thought by Tome that the day of the week on which 
that great event happened ſhould be obſerved, and by others, 
the day of the month only. Hence a diviſion arole, and part 
celebrated it on the Fourteenth day of the moon, according th 
the law of Moſes, and others the firſt day of the week follows 
ing. If our Saviour's reſurrection was celebrated on the Sun- 
day, his crucifixion muſt neceſlarily be obſerved on the Friday, 
for the ſcriptures tell us he roſe again on the third day: and 
thoſe who hs the day of the month only, muſt unavoidably 
have a Good- F riday, Gvod-Monidy, of G Whatever * 1 


might happen. Fo; 


4.4 


However 


is) 

However miſtaken theſe reverend fatlſets might be with re- 
gard to the time of our Saviour's birth, there is certaihhy u 
ſeripture authority for fing his crucifiion by the*ſewiſh 
paſſover: Their paſſover was a pre efigiration of His death; aid 
as „ Chriſt our paſſover is ſacrific r us, CO us 
70 keep the As.“ —1 1 Cor. v. 7. Fm 


2 


But they were not #nanimous ! Is it any Maa auge that 
unanimity Was not to be found more àmongſt the primitive 
chriſtians than it is h]]? Even bw, -When the goſpel is 
preached in churches, in meetings, in tabernatles, in fleldu, 
and on commons; in pulpits, on ſtools, on rables, on chairs, 
and on waſh: troighs ; ; even how, unanimity is hot to be found 
among chriſtianz nd nvt Even prog. md non-conformifs. 


91 +»*® 


Unanimity was not to be ſound 3 the firſt chriſtians, 
Bor Eben amo git the apofttes. When Paul and Barnabas were 
going to depart from Atitibeh, © Barnabas determined to take 
„with them john, Whoſe ſurname was Mark. But Padl 
er thought it not good to take him with them who departed 
et from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the 
«« work.” And the contention was fo ſharp between them that 
20 „ departed aſynder. . 3 xv. 37— 39. 


' * Unanimity was not to be found amongſt Gibts fo 00 
{according to the! margin of our bibles) as the year 52, About 
which time there was a contention reſpecting circumcifton. 
„% And certain men which came down from Judea taught the 


© brethren, and faid, Except ye be circumeiſed after the 
„ manner of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved. When thettfore 


«« Paul and Barnbäs Bad no final diſtenflon and difputatich 
4c with them, they determined that Paul. and Barnabas and 
ve certain other of them ſhould go up to Jeruſalem unto the 
re apoſtles and elders about this queſtion, "le chere n 

hy muck Uſpitibg SAT 


: * 


{( 44 ) 

About the year 59, St. Paul reproveth them on. account of 
chair diſſenſions, and exhorteth to unity. © Now I beſeech 
„ you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
« ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be no divifions 
% among you; but that. ye be perfectly Joined together i in the 
2 ſame mind and in the ſame judgment. For it hath been 
4 declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are 


«©. of the houſe of Chloe, that there are contentions among 
„ you. Now this I ſay, that every one of you ſaith, I am of 
«+ Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Chriſt," " 
1 Cor. i. 1012. ; 


. « Ye are yet carnal : for whereas there is among 
*« you envying on ſtrife and diviſions, are ye not carnal, 
* walk as men f —1 Cer. ui, 3. 

And more particularly, When ye come together in the 
“ church, I hear that there be diviſions among you; and I 
« partly believe it. . When ye come together therefore 
* into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's ſupper. For in 
*« eating every one taketh before other his own ſupper: and 
© one is hungry, and another is drunken,” —1 Cor. xi. 


Unanimity is not to be found now—no not even amongſt 
the non-conformiſts, Many congregations of diſſenters from 
the eſtabliſhed form of prayer, have a form of their own ; and 
it is an abſolute fact, that in ſome of the diſſenting congrega« 
tions in the Weſt of England, they cannot agree amongſt them- 
ſelves exactly as to the form; but ſome of the members have 
forms printed for their own private uſe, with the alteration of a 
ſew prayers, or perhaps a few ſentences only a 


If want of unanimity in the firſt obfervers of Eaſter be 1 
objection to that feſtival, it muſt alſo be an argument againſt 


the whole chriſtian religion, for unanimity has not been ſound 
amongſt 


PFF 
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amongſt its profeſſors, from its firſt promulgation to the non- 
conformiſts of the 8 day. Thou art inexcuſable, O 
* man, whoſoever thou art that judgeſt: for wherein thou 
* judgeſt another, thou condemneft thyſelf; for en 
ws  Judgeſt doeſt the A things. AA. IL 1. A 


The Authority of Gos. Friday requires no diſcuſſion. The 
power which appoints a Good-PFriday ceremonial; you allow, 
has juſt as much influence. over a Britiſh ſubjeR as ke hindelf 
chuſes to give it. Every perſon is at liberty to judge for him- 
ſelf: Do you, Sir, make a proper uſe of that liberty, and ds 
not hurt, by your publications, thoſe who am it a => « 
oon ſcience to obſerve theſe days. 


No doubt but piety mixed with gratitude were the chief 
motives that occaſioned the appointment of church feſtwals, 
and I dare affirm that there are ſome Chriſtians who piouſly ob- 
ſerve them at this time. Surtly you will allow there are fome 
Piobs people in the eſtabliſhed church, or do you ſuppoſe that 
all the truly religious are amongſt the nonconformiſts? ? 


Is there any thing unreaſonable in theſe holidays? 


Did the Son of God, the only begotten of his Father, before 
whom all nations are as the drop. of a bucket ; did He leave his 
throne in heaven, and deſcend to veil himſelf in mortality, to 
fulfil the law, that as many as believed on him might have power 
to become the ſons of God ; did'He cloath himſelf with fleſh, that 
we might put on a robe of righteouſneſs ; did 4 virgin con- 

ceive and bear a ſon, The Mighty God, The Everlaſting Father, 
The Prince of Peace, that ar in Adam all died, fo in Chriff all 
ſhould be made alive ; and ſhall man, that vile apoſtate Man, 
for whoſe ſake it was that he took our nature upon him, hall 
he refuſe to join the ſeraphic choir of angels, archangels, and 
all the hoſt of heaven ? ſhall he ungratefully refuſe to dedicate 
OP one 


( #6) 
one day out of three hundred and ſixty- ſi xe in e 
an, u. | ag 


0, ys piave Chillen bluſh. not to dedicate ke uy . 


religious feſtivity | celebrate with joy the day appointed for the 


commemoration of that great event which brought the antient 
Magi to Jeruſalem, ſaying, Where is be that is born King of the 
Jeaus, for we have ſeen his far in the eaſt? Like the wiſg 
men do ye bring gifts unto the Lord: Feed the hungry, clothe 
the naked, relieve the oppreſſed. Let not thoſe who reaped 
no benefit from the appearance of this divine luminary upbraid 
you with ingratitude! The morning ſtars ſang together, 
« and the ſons of God ſhouted for joy, Let not things 
inanimate riſe in judgement againſt you ! Let the ſea roar; 
let the floods clap their hands; let the hills be joyful tage- 
« ther; break forth into finging, ye mountains: For the 

Lord hath redeemed his people, and hath had mercy upon 
gc OP „ Did the mountains ſkip like rams at the preſence 
of God ; did the valleys laugh and fing, and te little hills 
dance for joy; and 


Shall van, the great water of all, | » of 
The only inſenſible prove? 
Forbid it fair Gratitude's call, 


25 Forbid it Devotion and Love i 
0 The Lord, who ſuch wonders can raiſe; | 
TR And all can deſtroy with a nod, 

Our lips ſhall inceſſantly praiſe, 


Our ſouls ſhall be wrapt i our Gd 


Were our crimes of ſo black a dye, our fins of ſo deep a 
ſcatter, that they required the Lord of Heaven and Earth tg 
ſuffer a cruel and ignominious death, in order that we might 
be made white as wool ; was he wounded for our tranſgreſ- 
LU můnen dit he take ren bin 


* N 
the iniquity of us all, and may we not appoint one day to af 
flict our ſouls, for whoſe ſalvation it was that he on on 
the accurſed tree? . monſters | 7251799 an ; may 
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Ves, but you ery, 10 n the col—thiaking Chriſtian; 
«« count the coſt!” If our anceſtors were fo. blinded. hy thepr 
miſtaken zeal, as to think they were doing God ſervice by 
ſending a ſword through the land; if ſo many lives were loi: 
for the ſake of forms and ceremonies, have WI not the a. 
reaſon to obſerve this day with faſting and prayer? , The 
«© Lord our God is a jealous God, vifiting the ſins of the 
ce father upon the children unto the third and fourth genera- 
4 tion; then have ws not greater cauſe to put on ſacks: 
cloth and ſit in aſhes? to afflict our ſouls, and pray to the: 
Father of Mercies, that the crimes of our anceſtors. may not 
be laid to our charge; but that the ſacrifice. of our Lord, 


Jeſus Chriſt may be a ſuſficient wonement 5 ar Gas As 
well as our own? . n tet Log 
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Ah l finful gle! Remember it was your fins which 18 
quired that black, that horrid deed, the crucifixion of the 
Lord of Glory, Think of the pain, the angniſh he endured 
to expiate your offences. Reflect on the diſgrace, the cruel- 
ties, the tortures he underwent for your ſakes! Picture to 
yourſelves the agony, he ſuffered when * his ſweat was as it 
«« were great drops of BLood falling down to the ground!“ 
Behold him on the bloody tree, rapt in the matchleſs eloquence 
of wwoe—the King of Kings, the Omnipotent, Eternal God, 
the Ruler of the Univerſe, the Lord of Life, a guiltleſs Iucar- 
nate God, offering himſelf a ranſom for a guilty world “ 

„ Behold and ſee if there be any ſorrow like unto his forrow;?*” 
and do not make his wounds bleed afreſh,» by à repetition of 
thoſe crimes, from which the Lamb of God died to expiate 
you! Dedicate at leaſt one day in a year to an examinatiom 
of your paſt conduct, and pray to the great Scarchet af Hearts: 

122194. . for 
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for grace to withſtand all future temptations of unrighteoufs 
neſs, Ceaſe to do evil; learn to do well; waſh ye, make ye 
clean; and entreat your offended God, that the blood of the 
Lamb that day ſlain for the ſins of the whole world, may tho- 
roughly purge away all your iniquities, And O, ye pious 
few ! who worſhip the Lord in the beauty of holineſs, pour out 
your ſouls inceſſantly before the Throne of Grace, implore' 
for mercy on a rebellious world, and intreat that peradven- 
* ture there ſhall be found bfry regen, he will not defirop'” 
et us for fifty's ſake,” 


as i The reſurrection of Chriſt is an earneſt of our own refur- 
[1 f rection to eternal life. Did the Jews celebrate their delive- 
| rance from a temporary bondage, and ſhall not Chriſtians 
commemorate their deliverance from the ſting of death and 
167 power of the grave? Did this Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhed his 
by. benign influence through the dark dungeons of the grave, 
4 and redeem Iſrael from the power of Satan; and ſhall MAN 
| T be ungratefully filent on the occaſion ? Shall he neglect to 
1&8 hold a xzasT unto the Lord, and refuſe to ſing © bleſſing, 
% and honour, and glory and power unto the Lamb, that was 
« ſlain for our ſins, and roſe again for our juſtification ?“ 
Shall he not rather ** enter the Lord's houſe with praiſe, be 
& thankful unto him, and ſpeak good of his name?” Shall 
not his ſoul pant for the Lord of Hoſts, his heart and ficſh 
* cry out for the living God ?““ 95 


O goodneſs infinite! O mercy inexhauſtible! When the 
bloom of nature ſhall fade to revive no more; when the ſun, 
moon and ftars ſhall ſuffer a total and everlaſting eclipſe; 
when the vaſt globe itſelf, with all its numberleſs inhabitants, 
mall be diſſolved, our ſouls ſhall. ſurvive the general wreck. 
and 1A u, through a Saviour's re ſurrection, riſe to a happy, an 

_ endleſs immortality ! Be aftoniſhed, then, ye heavens ! Be alt 
— thou earth! _ _ in adoration, ye inhabitants 
a 1 


and wn nnn 


24 29 J „ 
thereof! Pour out your ſouls in priiſe for their redemption? | 
Exult and give thanks, yeranſomed of the Lord, for your wars 
fare is accompliſhed, your iniquity is pardoned! Rejoice in 
this your chriſtian jubilee! for our God is aſcended up on high) 
he hath led captivity captive, he hath ſtilled the enemy and the 
avenger ! Let our hearts expand with gratitude for our deli» 
verance, and let us all join with the apoſtle in aſcribing praiſe 
to our Eternal BenefaQor ! **. Bleſſed be the God and Father 
«« of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which, according to his abundant 
% mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, by the 
«© Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, to an inheri- 
* tance incotruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
«« away, reſerved in heaven for us, even the ſalvation of our 
«& ſouls!” —1 Peter i. 3, 4+ 9. 


But how is this day obſerved, ſay you, in theſe times ?— 
However the purpoſe of theſe days may be now perverted, the 
original intention, it muſt be acknowledged, was a reaſonable 
and pious act of gratitude, If the profanation of theſe days 
makes it neceſſary they ſhould be diſannulled, the ſame ar- 
gument, I preſume, might be urged why we ought not to keep 4 
the ſabbath. The original intention of that day is as much 'Y 
perverted as any of the three great feſtivals, Nor do I conceive 
that if we were to aboliſh the eſtabliſhed ſervice entirely, and 
all become non-conformiſts, we ſhould be a pin the better, 
Your ſinging without inſtruments lulls the people to ſleep, and 
a lively voluntarily on our organs will not keep them awake, 


You do not like our forms: We 1. biſhops, and priefiss 
and deacons, and we hold viſitations. You have elders, mo· 


derators, and paſtors, and you hold aſſociations. 


You do not like our forms: We read, and then we prays 
and then we fing, and then we preach, and ſo on. You fing. 
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Vou 40 not like our forms, they aer being founded on te 
ene We xNEEL powR when we pray. Your forms 
are founded on ſcripture: You sTanD when you pray. Our 
Saviour kneeled down when he prayed; And he was wick 
& drawn from them about a ſtone's caſt, and xNeELED Down 
* and prayed, ſaying, Father, if thou be willing; remove this 
** cup from me.” —Lake xxii. 41, 42» St. Stephen kneeled 
down to pray for his murderers ; ©© And he xxnzELED DowN, 
« and cried with a, loud voice, Lord, lay not this ſin to their 
* charge,” Ads vii. 60. When Dorcas died at Joppa, and 
they ſent for Peter to reſtore her to life, © Peter x EBL EB 
% pown and prayed; and turning him to the body, ſaid, 
„ Tabitha ariſe. And ſhe opened her eyes.” — Ad, ix. 40. 
St. Paul alſo kneeled down ta prayer; * And when he 
had thus ſpoken, he xNEBLED Down, and prayed with 
ON "them all.” — Ad xx. 36, 
| 1 

But you are Diſſenters from Principle; yet your members 
will meanly deſcend to ſabmit to our forms and ceremonies, 
merely to qualify them for ſome worldly honour—ſome paltry 


office in a corporation—alderman of a petty No n 
ſenters from principle ! Ah! Sirrah! 


The poor, you lay, keep no FASTS, they are all rzsTIvaLs 
to them. Alas! I fear the poor rFasT much oftener than our 
Church requires them. I can only find one day, viz. Goods 
Friday, that the. poor are enjoined to leave their employments 
and themſelves be the chief ſufferers. Eaſter-day is on the 
ſabbath, and Chriſtmas-day is generally a time when the p6or 
are fealted at the expence of their employers more than them · 
ſelves. But if a family, conſiſting of a day-labourer, his Wife 
and four children, can earn twelve ſhillings a week, as they 
can according to your calculation, they may afford to celebrate 
che ſeſtivals of the Church, according to the original inftitus 
tion, without hurting the Rate, the pariſh; or themſelves, © -- 
+4 * 4 It 


| (3r) , 
1 was not my intention to have taken any further notice of * 
your pamphlet than juſt what concerned our three grand fei- 
vals; but one of your arguments is ſo truly abſurd that 1 can- q 
not paſs it over in ſilence. I do not mean to enquire into ne 
propriety of a zoth of January ritual, I only juſt point at your 
argument. You ſay, the clergy * ought not to complain f 
they are required to faſt for a crime which no man alzve com» 
mitted, far they are, rewarded by many a felfival.”——£ 
will anſwef for it, there is not one perſon alive now, who was 
with Evs when ſhe eat the forbidden fruit, yet her potency 
are PR for it to this day! 


To conclude. There is a vein of ridicule runs entirely 
through your pamphlet, which is totally unbecoming a perſon 
in your ſituation. The excellence of our conſtitution is ſuch, 
that though it has appointed certain rites and ceremonies in 
religion, every individual is left to his own free choice either 
to aſſent to or difſent from them, Be happy that you live 
under ſuch a ſtate, and do not hurt thoſe who piouſly and con» 
ſcientiouſly conform to the eſtabliſhed rules. When a mini» 
ſer of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, of what denomination 
ſoever, deſcends to ridicule acts of devotion, or rites and cert... 
monies, originally eſtabliſhed with a good intent, he degrades 
himſelf below the meaneſt heathen, and becomes the contempt 
of the truly religious of all perſuaſions. Obſerve the leſſon you. 
give others; Never diſcountenance piety in other commu- 
<< nities, leſt men ſhould think you not a miniſter of religion, 
<< but the tool ofa party.“ Be a diligent ſhepherd unto your. 
own flock; and let“ he who regardeth a day, regard it ts 
1 the Bord; and he who regardeth not 8 to dhe Lork 220 
let him not regard it,” Ye 
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